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Brief Chronology

1806 Returning from their journey to the Pacific, Lewis and Clark meet trappers heading west
1815 A.P. Chouteau and Jules De Mun party first large fur brigade to upper Arkansas and

southern Rockies
1822 William Ashley’s famous call for “enterprising young men”
1823 Arikara Battle temporarily closes Missouri River to trade, inspires “Rocky Mountain

trapping system” whereby trappers travel overland to interior West and rely on
rendezvous for re-supply

1825 Rocky Mountain Fur Company’s first rendezvous
1826 Ashley sells Rocky Mountain Fur Company to William Sublette, David Jackson,

Jedediah Smith
1830 Smith, Jackson, Sublette sell Rocky Mountain Fur Co. to Thomas Fitzpatrick, Jim

Bridger, Milton Sublette, Henry Fraeb, Jean Baptiste Gervais
1830 William Sublette takes first supply wagons to mountains, does not cross Divide
1831 Jedediah Smith killed by Comanches on Cimarron Cutoff, Santa Fe Trail
1833 Bent’s Fort constructed
1834 Astor’s American Fur Co. buys out Rocky Mountain Fur Co.
1835 Fort Vasquez established on the South Platte by Andrew Sublette and Louis Vasquez
1836 Fort Lupton established on the South Platte by Lancaster P. Lupton (possibly 1837)
1837 Fort Jackson established on the South Platte by Peter Sarpy and Henry Fraeb
1837  Fort St. Vrain established on the South Platte by Bent and St. Vrain
1838 Bent and St. Vrain purchase Fort Jackson from Sarpy and Fraeb
1842 El Pueblo established on Arkansas River
1843 Fort Bridger established, marks traditional end of the fur trade era, though limited

trapping and fur/hide trading continues
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